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War Tax Changes
The trainers of the mae tax bill which

the House of Rapreeantativee passed have

publicly 8«lmitt»'.i that their work was

crude and hasty, Tiny had DO '-lean-cut

programme. They started out With the
idea of raising about $1,600,000,000. Bul
when Secretary McAdoo made the belated
suggestion tha* 12-200.000,000 Bhonld be

raised the llo.is,. managers clapped « n

new taxation the total up to

íVbout 11,850,000
Mr. MiAdfvo vastly overrated the need

«*»f ne**.' taxai 081. So did the Waj
Means Committee. The fundamental mis¬

take minio so far has been in trying to

throw too large a share of the cost of the

war on the generation which is going to

la-fat it Thil '.var ii a -.var for the safe-

gnardii g of democracy ai »1 the assurance

nf world pence in the years to come. It ¡s

{»roper that the next generation should

pay its fair share for the achievement of
these purpose-'.
We made the mistake in the Civil War

of overissuing I onds and Blighting taxa¬

tion, i-'cv ret a ry Chase's happy idea of giv¬

ing govenunant bonds an artificial value

i.y allowing the banks to QM them al I

basis for note circulation made it tempt¬
ingly easy for the Treasury to borrow
money. It i« «rise to impose now greater
sacrifices in the way of taxation than were

imposed during the Civil War. But a ra¬

tional mean should be established between
curre;.» taxation and the UM <»f long
terin credit.

In our opinion the tew taxes ought not
to be expected to raise more than $1,200*«
(»00.000 annually. If it is necessary, after
six months or a year, to increase the pro¬

portion of taxes to borrowings, the tax

schedules ran be revised upward. When
we get adjusted to the war and see bettor
what it means our people will be ready to

make larger sacrifices. But excessive taxa¬

tion at the start unnecessarily deranges
business and chill«: ardor. It also defeats
the « 'i the government has in
mow. The public will DOt absorb bond
issue«* rrad:!v if ii feels that it is being
overtax« I. i .''(.i'v moat of the dif-
ticul' red in floating the Liberty

k Loan has been due to tactless talk at

¦ Wnahington about the uecesaitj of increas¬
ed ing taxa'it n al "tie stroke by from two

billions to two billions and a quarter.
The Senate 1 ¡nance Committee |g au

the right track 11 haa i Litter concep¬
tion of the 1 alance which ought to be main¬
tained between taxai on in i bond iaanai
than the Wny- ,.. M« ii s Committee bad.
This better understanding of the situa¬

tion will make for ¦ far more satisfactory
tax law.one which, will not demoralize
business and will not check the free u^o of

the govetnment'a borrowing power.
The Senate committee has already aban¬

doned the moat vicious single feature of
the House measure. That was the retro¬

active tax levied on incomes for the call n*

dar year 1910. It is a dangerous abuse
of the taxing pawer to collact retroactive
duties ee- taxes on income which
has been spent or on goods which have,
been sold and COI »umed. It would be just
as equitable to a»-k importers Lo pay in

October. l'.ilT, a thud of the duties which
they paid on goods brought into this coun¬

try in 1910, or te collect from tobacco
manufacturer-i next fall one-third of tha
sums which they paid last year as internal
revenue taxes on cigars and cigarettes, as

it would be to demand from income tax

payers a third of amounts for which they
..»«.re a-.sts.se i on their incomes last year.
This principle, once applied, has no limi¬
tations. It would permit Congress to du¬
plica' ¦. d in the last ten years or

m the last twenty years. Taxation under
it would become a fantastic form of
confiscation.
The Senate conrmittee has also modi¬

fied the excess profits tax section of the
Mouse lull si> as to make it bear more

«equally on corporations and affect war

profits more exclusively. This is a sub¬
stantial Improvement Another great im¬

provement could be made by modifying the
II per cent horizontal increase in tariff
duties and the 10 per cent flat duty lea-j
posed on articles now on the free list. It
ia prepos'i'rous te put tariff dutio* on ar¬

ticles of food (foxurtel like tea and coffe,
of course, excepte«!, when the country is

being frightened by predictions of famine
and Congress is be:: g asked to create a

food dictatorship in order to regulate food
production ami « »»nsumption. It is the
t«amc with raw materials imported for use

in manufacturing war supplies. A tax on

them, coming into the Treasury, would
merely bave to be paid out again in the
higher cost of the supplies when they arc

produie»! or purchased by the government.
<.:»¦ change which the Finance Commit

tee has in view is, in our judgment, mad- !

\iMlle. That is the excision of the House:
. age rates paragraph. The I

Finance Committee holds that the House
incisas» in postal charges, involving also'

I

la substitution of BOM inte« for th«- present
single flat rate, belon-j 1:1 a postal admin¬

istration biO rather than in a ta\ bill
That m a morelv technical objection. The
« .atahîi'.hnirTi'' of n zone system and MM
« harpes foi SSeOOd c'.as«* matter 1« a portal
reform lone needed. It «-hnuld ha\c been
neconpliahed in peace times, Biri war

economics certainly justify th«-» stoppaga ni
ones of the leak In portal revenues

by gross underchnri i ond class
n.after.

Mere is an opportunity to check waste
acure nn intelligent readjustment of

tal rata There is no good reason why
seton ita] matter should not pay

1 :, way. Al I tims when all business
interests are being taxed so heavily thi'

government ahould not hc-itate to rut off
-,.i\ unjustified subsidy to the shippers of
second c!a*-s rr.ail matte:*.

The Bottom Reason
So many eve !> rea« us for ¡ni

our money in the Liberty Loan have been
i that there sectas B real danger that

the first ami la-t and host reason of all
will he overshadowed. That reason ia sim
ply end flatly that our country need
money.

Th«* ecoaoan -¦ campaign iii support of

the loan 1- a ¡ino thing. It la urgently
r.«-.- led no4 BO much na S matter of per¬
suasion a< of educatioi. Wa are not

familiar with government loans in Amer¬
ica. Wo are. as a eoontry, ignorant of the
whole business of investing. It is one of
the excellent by-pi*oducta of the *.

loan that it will teach us no1 only hoe to

save, bul (which is quite as imp«'
bow to invest. We arc learning whnt
ernment credit is, on what it is based, why
a government bond is the safest form of
investment, as well as the whole routine
«.f bond baying and holding. Cutting
roupoî.s will cease to he a mere phrase of
the joke writers and will become B I.a-

tional sport.
But this <".., He:.' by*produi t, this inci¬

dental benefit to ourselves, is only s by¬
product, a lucky chance. The real appeal
to Americans is not that they will make a

«lever bargain for themselves. It 1- that
their country is in danger, that all the

precious things their country stands for
are in danger and that she asks their help.
Let us waive the whole economic basis.

Suppose the finances of the country were

so depressed that the payment of interest
was likely to be d« faulted that inst*
.V. per cent interest, likely to become l'j

per «ont interest, there was no inter«-' in
Bight whatever. Suppose that the credit,
the very existence, of the country was so

gravely menaced that the safety of the
whole investment was in doubt. Let us

SSSUms that while our faith in our coun¬

try's salvation was still undaunted the
facts, the military and economic probftbili«

»\ere all against us. Would we for
ich reason hesitate? Would «re hold

on to our money in the vain hope of saving
our skins and our property and letting our

country be destroyed! Not unless Ameri«
cans have become a very different breed
from what they have shown themselves
over and over again in the pa<-t

As a matter of cold fact our Ameri. a is
threatened. No man can state its peril in
accurate terms. Hut the danger is real
and visible, and growing. The nation
need« the help of every one of her citizens.
Tho.-e who ian aie to fight. Those who
cannot are asked to do their utmost be¬
hind the lines. In that utmost, as a small

beginning, comes financial help In the form

of this loan. It is a loan of fresh saving*-,
of money assembled through a new self«

ii and a patriotic economy, that is
asked. And thus asked we shall give. We
shall give because we are anxious ami

eager to <lo our best, whatever it may be,
for the country We dearly love.

Keep the Child Labor Law !
No more rea« ionary proposal could be

I put forward than that fathered by certain
Southern Senators to suspend during the
war the federal child labor law which is
t.. take effect on September 1. It is not B
counsel of patriotism, any more than the
hill passed by this state's legislature per¬
mitting the suspension of all the labor
law's safeguards was a counsel of patriot-
Ism. Southern mill interests were the
chief and most bitter opponents of the child
labor measure. It is not hard to imagine
;< connecti.i.'i bet«"««« their opposition and
the urging of the statute's suspension.

Precisely the same arguments «gainst
employment of the child in factory work
obtain in wai turn* as In periods of peace.
Primarily and fundamentally the use of
child labor is uneconomic; it is wasteful ;
it is not cheap, even though the wa.-. -

paul for the labor be small. For that rea-

*-<>!, child labor should be avoided when a

nation ia at war and most needs to avoid
waste and to conserve its working power.
Children are unable to «io adults' work in
factories, in workshops, m quarr.es, mines

and mills. Tho establishment which de¬
pend«, on them inevitably turns out a

product inferior in quality and smaller in
quantity than it would if operated with
adult labor. Peace time investigations
have indicated this with sufficient clear-

It should not be left to the - tress of
wartime to prove it by a serious impair¬
ment of industry.

That i.- only one phase of the matter.

Humanitarian considérât lons are equally
important. If America is to make Steady
and consistent progress, the young of the
land mu«! have lietter preparation for i.fe
und better opportunities for leading free
and rounded lives than their parents en¬

joyed. They cannot have such prepara¬
tion, earth opportunities, if they are taken
out of Behool and put into factories, their
mind« stunted by lack of education and
their bodies dwarfed and injured hy work
too hard for them.

There is no need for the suspension of
the child labor law, or for the breaking
down of any other laws, state or Fed¬
eral, safeguarding labor. Industry can be
speeded up without the exploitation of
children and of women, without the abolish¬
ment of the day of rest and the eight-hour
day. The aurest way to smash industrial

efficiency i« tr, put «hildren to worK at

adttlte' joh« and ta plonge men and women

Into I state industrial fatign«' Mid ill

health and »¡¡«?.«vc The proposal to wifi
out any law B8*feguard Og lab .;¦ ia "ne

which ena beneflt only the produ'-er.the
exploiter arho puta the wndition of his

purse before th<- condition of his country
or it people. In H li si itnl Is affi
industrial prepaiednei it e*anaa perilouely

redly the slaeh-
ening of prodo« lion which would
nrould aid th» ei

"Our Upstart Speech"
Professor Roi rl Uttei goa te gre«!

length m defending what h«' call "oar

upstart peech*1 in the current number of

"Harper-- Magazine.*1 He ipeaks of dang
aa if h arere s form of 011 ami ni peculiar
to democrack "Order and uniformity in

language at«." he confs i "desirable
qualities; we ihould and do Beek them

aver. We may have thom when ere are

Willing to pay the price, but the priée is

«me which American are unwilling te pay.
|| name is an-tocracy."
The implication ia that .those wh«» are

for "the King's English" are

questionable critic yet it reny interest

Professor Utter t»< learn thal s mo d
tinguiahed British philologist held that are

give to our slang "that measure of respec¬

tability which is inseparable from practi¬
cal D lefull <

What is the test ol' practical USefullX
Thi- is- one of th»' points Professor liter

plays «erith, bul it can bar Hy !»«. said that
sache a u «''';! conclusion, He runs

lightly over much old ground, and cannot

even resist the temptation that bo many
Professors succumb t<> of discovering
American slang in tha English literature
of other centuries. "Chaucer," he says,
"uses 'come off' ard 'g'» sit doun.' Shake¬

speare l.a- "nol it' Sheridan has 'cut
lit out.' The 11 -1 might be prolonged."

At thi- rat»' it might indeed I'«' pi'O-

longed indefinitely. Sheridan use-: the
word- ". ul OUt," but i- there anything
in the conte-..! io indicate thal be waa using
slang.' [f the quotation from Sha!»osp< are

is a fragment ol' the pnasage dealing with
his country's relation to the rest of the

world, we may he very sure he had IO

thought of our idiomatic use of "not in it."
\- to Chaucer, is Professor 1'tter sure

that his "come off" did no1 moan la« we

.should say come m:" He might al Hmmi
have given his renders the reference and
let them idge for them.el

Iii- guess« al the permanency of cer¬

tain lang phrases and terms are in any
somewhat arbitrary. He puts"chest

nut." " beeny*1 and uc*wese ii" among the

obsoletes, or al least obsolescenta, and
speaks of them a the boyhood slang of

¡men now in middle age. I s he right in as-.

soming "chestnut" to be a chestnut already
discarded? Or "sheeny"'.' At any rate,

"sheeny" wa- very <»!<! when he WUt a boy
¡and "cheese it" was in use more than a

hundred year-; ago. If "artificially
'charged," M he maintains, the treatment
was sufficient to keep it sweet for a fuil
century, and what right have we to pre¬
sume that any of our really modern slang
will .survive longer'.' For the rest, there1
is little reason to suppose thal "sheeny"
and "cheese it" are of American origin.
The clipping of words attributed by A i

dison te the humor of speaking M more

than are need I pnbably an incurable
habit, though Professor Utter quote? some

eighteenth century examples from Swift,'
and remark- thal only "mob" for inoè fe

-i survives. Bul is be right in think¬
ing thal "incog" is no longer used, or thal
hipps" ia gone out because it "might

stand for any one »if I hundred word-"'.'
I-; it not rather true that we hear le- of
"hipps" to-day beean-e hypochondria, (un-;
der that title) is leal popular? We lind

short cuts enough to describe ailments still
in TOgue. The pandemic "grip" tinder
thal title catino» be urtailed, but in long¬
land, where influenza i- the commoner

word, they have their pit abbreviation,j
"thi." Upon the whole, it cannot be Said
that Professor liter has added much to

our knowledge « bow the upstarts gain a

footing in the language.

An I xplosion Coming
i-. .'¦.."

Waahington will he the scene within a fev»

fortijiKlit« of an explosion the like ef which
ths nation baa sot witaeesed iaee the wari

with Spoin. It will How the lui off the!
public delu»ion tlAI BUI be a placid
participation ni the great conflict, "a little
and a long distança wer." I» will blast awaj
the barrier« which ineffective» In hig'i
places have erect« -¦ the efforts ef the
ebleet i>u aces tuen bel two oeeaae
to help tha nation get

men who I. ed in Wn-h

o..:> tu And thal the warb <>f ths tdvieery
( ouncil of Natioi petty sus¬

picion by i the Cabinet, who arc !
afraid of being over laughed o¡ ef having
their infirmities becoma public property. It
will ti i condition of defeacelei
on land anil BOB, S .'. of coordination in the
War ead Navy departments, a menn and !
jealous political prejudice, an attitude
toward men <.f affairs which is dishearteninp
and disrupting.
When the expie» ofl come* the country will

be told 'i.nt all critici
Biased Bl the Preeideal and emanates either
from the ranks of the opposition pa
from I.anker« and beeineSS men who \sant

to reap a rich harvest in war piont« from
the government. Every device known to the

.'Hue will lu employed to hoodwink the
people in the effort to protect the group of
mediocrities who for the mo«t part make up
the Cabinet. If the espionage hill becomes
a law without tee much amendment it will
enable the Administration to jail leaders of'
the pies« an«! the pubi.e who dare to tell the

people the truth about the government; but
war bj a time when patriotic service is lim¬
ited neither to arming nor farm.ng.

'I he sooner the expleaiea come« th* better
it will be for the country. The father« and
mothers svho are Ci\ mir their »on« to the
army and nasv BOT« S rtj-ht to BBOW what
the government I« doiag and to entici*e I
what i» badly «ion. ,.| ¿edged altogether.
The brains of UperiCB mu«t !>». mobilued
and used before we «an win the war, even

though more than en« mediocrity who is to¬
day blocking progrès* lotet hi* job.

A Long, Desperate Struggle
What American Imagination» Must

Heali/e in the Mar
>. EditOf af The Tribune.

Sir: In referring to our taking pur' in th"

.ni, \eu ray to-day in your excellent lilt!..

.dltortal' "It han horn a har<i teal for the

imagination of American* theae thousand*
of niiirs away." Suppose, to rarioa« reason«

given, ara added th-.,,-: We an* :«t var uith

Germany to punish her for killing Aeaeriean
chriliaaa, who «rr- travelling an the high
¦c;\<, as they had a right to tra*.«! murder

{he correct word to ii»r. really. We
.mû.i- ..» ti« England te save Franca from
min Prance a country to whom wa awe

I debt we '"¦.!¦ awed any country, for

I«, n "i Revolntion. And we ara with
i d England ta r» ena Belgian* an«l

Mab that little country a; wall
can be retotaMIabed. It hardly ra«nir«a
imagination to comprehend thoa«, pn nts, and

ii the real reaeon i h wi ai i at
rita German*' !
ii ira need t.. farther andetstand to the

'fullest extent is, that wa are Bl WOT with
the ableat, Rereeat, meat resourceful and

iriipulous enemy this or any other

eonntry ever eneonaterod. Qermaay is far
from being defeated, and ara shall bava ta nae

année st American cr«» te beat Ger-
her knee», h will be a long, hard,

rate straggle, bat we are sun' to erin.
GHERAHDI DAVI&

Yetb, Ma) 14, 1117.

Forcing Mr. Wilson to Act
i Editai al he Tribeña.

Sir: Hie editorial page af te-day'i Tribun«
.. clearly my asm feelings as to »lo*

Adminiatration «nd its eondnel of the war

and, 1 am rare, the eotn*rietiottS of se man**

nd be di mj lelf thal I eannot re

Irani from a word Of approval The lett«
of Mr. Langdon, el a Democrat and af R.
are admirable.

Maa it not by thia time been conclusively
proved that Mi. RTileon will not ii«'' until he
has bein puahed into a position where he
munt act or submit to something v. Inch he
dislikea even more than action? The prob¬
lem then ij. is it not, how can the great
body of the people, who Watti WttMthittg

anil at one. forre bim into action.'
Mi. Wilson has carefully surrounded him¬

self with men who are weaker than h
nd b] whom ka feoli i in na dangar af

being pre led ?.. act, Furthermore, ha
r of the arl af waiting until the laal

moment to «lo a thing. When matter- had
reached a breaking point he made his won¬

derful «peech, and he doubtless feela that
baa gained him a reapite, and that the

people «rill be content to trust kim upon the
Strength of the sentiment'* he then ex-

presaed Until another criais ¡irrives, when
with a maximum of aaproaaioa and a mini¬
mum of action ka will again endeavor to

gain time.
Now what we want, rip ia shown

bj your correspondents, la such an over«

whelming demand for action on the part af
..pie that be will not «tar« to disregard

it. but '.«.ill be forced, against hi« will, to
oui him at the head'- of dattttl

and .n his Cabitt«1 men who ".'ill do some¬

thing; men who will not come to him for
his O. K. en «very question which
hut will act On their own initiative; men who
will move with such irresistible force as to

«airy kim along with them.
l'an he be forced to «lo this, and how? If

... God save the Allies, for they will have
no substantial help from this country during
the BOXt four year». K I.. II.

.....' Vork, May ti, lflT.

Let Us State Our Terms
1 .. the Editor of 1 he Tribune.
Sir: sine«- the Preaidenl las» addressed

Congres« two great ehaagoa of fundamental
importance have occurred. Russia k8« practi-
« a 11 y Ceased lighting. Her soldier; on the
Austrian front hold confabs with the Aus-
trian saldiere. Leading Buaaian generala
have resigned, an«l million-» of soldiers are

more concerned to claim their share in the
revolutionaty economic partition than to op¬

pose their powerful and determined enemy.
More important ia the demand for peace,

growing more and more insistent in Austria,
Gennany, Turkey and Russia. ka Allies
are confronted «ith the «langer <.f Bnaaia
making a separate peace. This must be
avoided Bl all costs, since it would result in!
prolonging the war.

I'nder the circumstance« does i* not seem

*:al that the President sha'.l state clear¬

ly what this countiy is fighting for and what

peaea ternas :t will accept. There ia a great
dangar af our being forced to accept the
term- laid down by some allied power in¬

stead of definitely insisting on such a re¬

al rangement of the map as this country de-
siren.
An army of four million, an rxpcnditur«»

of forty billion, two years' trampling on our

liberties, and for what? L S. h REELAND.
"rai.r<\ H, .!.. May ft, W11

I he Loyal German of 'til
!.. the Editor Of The Tribune.

S.i : 1 was pleased with the fainir.-« of the
adrice given by United States Mai-hal

McCarthy la thia morning's Tribune to em-'

plovers, warmut" them that they were not

.-er»ing the best interests af th« country in
dismissing enemy aliens.
Some way I cannot believe that all Ger¬

man« who are not naturalized are ..nomies,'
but this I do know: that during the dark,

day« of '«".l and 12, when as a girl my home'
B .!.. ia Noithoaatorn Virginia, and to be a

'..»..r of the Utslen was being a traitor, and
to love the Stars and Stripe, regarded ¡. s

treason, there were none more loyal than a

body of German people residing in
Loudon County, Va. the aoction v. here they

being ..down as the "German Settle«
.ne it

"

I was a men.her of "The Society of Fr
and their nppos-tion to »lavery and devotion
to 'he I'nion cau-e were never doubted, but
it is a pleasure to me to recall th" UttSWerv«
tag loyalty in those dark days of trial, of the
German residents of "Old Loudon "

ELIZA DITTON HUTCHINSON.
Hempatasd, N. Y, May ti, kiit

More Like Him Needed
i.. -*.e Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: 1 have been greatly pleased to read

the articles in Th*» Tribune in reference to

Mayor M.tchel. During th.. whole course

of kia administration he has acted and
spoken like an honorable gentleman. With-
out parti-an or sectarian bia«, I consider he

of the b-st Mayors New York has ever
ead.
Like many others, I would like to see him'

continue in office for another term. He has
risen above party lines, and his patriotism,
and ideals of what is just ar.d right are mam-

ia all his speeches and arts. Would
tim* there were more men like him

HENEY PENNINGTON.
Stamford, Conn., May 'J4, 1S«17.

Boycott Them
To the L'riitnr of The Tribune.

Sir: I bolleva boycotting; ii the proper
reproval for the use of the national colors
on advertising matter Don't you think the
aamea of iadhrldnala, firms or eorperatioaa
BSittg the said colors for pecuniar, patpoeas
should be kept before the public'* apel

BLAST THEM.
New York, May .4, 1P17.

How England Did the Job
Bil lan Hay (Captain Beith)

¡Atom m "/'"' First Hernhti ThsessmT tmi "Cstemj Teseûm"

Uhr,,. In I Bat, 1 'I «. th« -var burst upon

Ettropa ¦' teeni Groat Britain just about as

unprepared for war as h cuntí, eottM «ttll
ha. Thanks !.. .. habit of taking
the benevolent intentions of our neighbors
for r-».,. t. p\ -. had : iel« d to the aaaar-

BBeea of thoa« politician wha held that the
!,, | prp¡* te- .,..., -au, of war la te remain un-j
pr«'par.'d for var. Ï he reBUlt was that when
the htiie Britl h régalai army the SO'called
expeditionary force hurled ita contemptible

'he * hani.el to the discom¬

fiture af th" .liriae .;. pa ii ona «f the Kaiser,
it went alone Borved to the grimmer deter¬
mination by lord Kitchener*« explicit aaaor«I
Hiice that it ned eipeet M reinforcements
for p\ h;. . month», for the very simple
and meat Convincing reason that there were

no reinforcements to send. That little force
aras probably the baa! equipped, the best led
ami the lineal body Of troop« ever put into

the Held hy Oreat Britain. They fought the
-»reateat rearguard action m history, and
they tonghi it, wee iftei week, witbont once
breaking their formation or losing their
morale. Hut they fought it alone. Their
own country could not kelp them.

Ihe Hush to Lnlisl

However, to be just, the moment the clear
Call caine there was river any difficulty

rer about getting more men. They en¬

listed in swarms. (ne «¡ifficulty was. on the
.pur of the moment, to organize machinery
that would handle them feed them, house

them, eQttip thom and get them into fighting
'rim. Men stood ti the street for days, in a

long and moat pathetic queue, waiting to en-

li-t. and in most of them had thrown up
their jobs in order to do so they were al¬
most starving before they were taken in.
The ordinary recruiting offices, snowed un-

i.i, delegated a great deal of their work,
perforce, to amateur organizations, such as

«olii These proceeded to
enroll recru t- a th a BOttl which rather lost
"¡ghi ..!' the ;'.c that the humblest recruit

- :« pel lonalit* and a stomach of his
own. Wh.n ^ man jon.s the Britiah army
he frst of all tills up and signs what is called
an attestation paper and takes the oath. He

'lum dispatched, with his paper, to the
haadoaarters of his regiment, where he hands
over the paper and is duly enrolled. At
least, that ia what happens in normal times..

In the fall ««f 1S14, at any hour of a given
day or Bight, soma Bfty or a hundred sur¬

prisingly cheerful individuals were ant to
arriva at regimental headquarters an«f an¬

nounce, naually m chorus, to the overdriven
ofltcera in charge that they had "come Sor
ta« une ti:.- airmy." They were asked for
their attestation papers. These were not

always forthcoming. Sometimes they had
boen treated like tin» now historic "scrap o?
pnper." hut mon» often tue society which
had enrolled the man had held bia paper
back with a view to mailing it forward in a

bunch with others at some more convenient
season. The trouble was that until these

papers v.r.. forthcoming the men could not
I..* regarded as soldiers and no public money
COtlld be expended upon them. They might

:¦ be fad nor clothed nor f officially
boosed. This threw a keavy private burden
upon the officers, whose slender resources,

named to the uttermost to provide for
this officially non-existent multitude. How-
ever, ultimately the papers arrived and all
concerned embarked upon the task of finding
an owner for each paper. Owing to the
paucity of Scotti-h tribal names, a Scottish
battalion was particularly difficult to index,
and the task of sorting out the innumerable

campbell« ead Cesserons ¡-ml Wilsons and

Thomson«; not to mention the r;

I of "Mac-." eras a *«enl*eleetreying business.

Day after da/, Bighl after night, the »-rting

process weat on ". th minute labor and dis¬
comfort. 8a much for the eelaatary
and the »nanning of "militai

In du" cour.-" the BOW battalÍOB8 wer»

evolved M1 ef eheea and deputed late
to undergo their training. They ps)
ne uniforms nothing beyond the civilian
clothe« tlirv stood up ia. Practically no

man owned a greatcoat. If he did he

promptlv SOld :' U 8BV8 tha »rouble of carry

lug -, for Tommy is the most improvident
ereetere in the world.
We liad «Il type«. There were miners hy

the hundred the finest soldier« in the world

for trench lighting, because they handle pick
and shovel by instinct, and they appear to

prefer re-nlence b«low ground to residence

upon the Sarfaee shipbuilder«, farmers,

carpenters, shepherds and members of oth«>r
an»l rarer tra»i»'«. «»ne platoon, for iaataaee,
contained B Breiter from a restaurant, who
¦«.is accustomed to parade every morning in

.'. raahs, bright and early, in al' the g
of evening dress. TIt¦. .. .....') ag
if "Ki." a* we called eareelvee, was its abil-

i ty to produce on demand an expert to cope
with aay possible emergency. If an escape

fsf gas was discovered in the orderly room

literal, not figurative B plumber wa« in-

stantly forthcoming to cope wifh the matter.

In fact, it wa» hardly safe for an officer to

po'e to hu platoon as an expert upon any

Subject at all for fear «ome lifelong expert
should unlift his voice in the rear rank and
refute hi« doctrine«. And it may be added
that in "K1" no considerations of military

I etiquette ever prevented him ?'rom doing so!
I still cherish the recollection of a certain

junior officer who devoted twenty minute« to

explaining the points of the compas« and the
elements of map-reading to a man who «fter-
»vards explained that he was by profession a

land surveyor!
All Talent« Except Soldiering

Such WM the material we had to handle.
I» wa« an army of «11 the talents except
soldiering. No one who saw Aldershot dur¬
ing the first months of the war will ever for-
get it. Men wai,deled about in drove«.
dressed tike nothing on earth. The spirit of
iiiscipline was hardly horn. Rules and rogU«
latin..s were regarded either as antiquated
relics of the age of space, or else as a form
of industrial tyranny. The officer was re-

garded BJ a rapacious employer, while the
sergeant or foreman, as he was usually
railed was looked upon as « hired bully. If

ja man felt disinclined to go upon parade he
simply «lid not go; and be felt both surprised
and pained if, on returning from a trifling
absanee of three days, prepared to forget and
forgive upon B monetarv basis say the loss
of three days' pay he found himself under
arrest a- a deeerter. Bat ere eaa judge
these men by no standard but their own.

They had joined the army, to a man, a* the
outbreak of war. in the »ure and certain ex¬

pectation of being provided forthwith wah
iifle and bayonet and of being dispatched
at once to the front wherever ard whatever
that might be to kill German«. One cannot
blame them for feeling a little disappointed
un t'.nding thal the path of gloiy eras ap¬

proached by a stony thoroughfare eight
months long, hedged about with unexpected
restriction» on the subject oí obedience and
sobriety. They had to acrjuire the instincts
of a soldier alter they hail settled down to
mother way of life. No wonder they found
things difficult. Yet. less than a year later.
«t the opening assault of the great and
bloody battle of Loos, those same men went

forward, many of them to certain death, a»

Iteadlly as the most seasoned veterans.
Such was the spirit of the British armies,

sid and new. And it is that spirit which has
laved us as a nation, and done most, at terri¬
ble personal sacrifice, to redeem us froir. the
svils of unpreparedness.

The New Entente
Alliance Based on the Declaration

of Independence
To th« Edil >r af The Tribune.

Si The three leading democracies of the
world the British Empire, the French Re¬

public and the In.ted States do hot need
and could no1 poaaibly enter into a Drei-
Und «'f the Teutonic "scrap-of-paper" type,

such Pt th«* Tripartita Alliance that was

secretly made in 1889 by the Hohen7.o!lern
and Hapaburg dynasties and a crafty and
ambitious politician such as Crispí became
Badi r 'he hypnotic influence of Bismarck,
who w.slted simply to use Italy a* B cat's-

for the Prussian "Mitteleuropa"
.scher... Fortunately for Italy's reputation
for fl ith-keeping, the Dreibund was not an

.* e«and«defeaaiva alliance; it only
bound each of the three contracting nations
to come to the help of the two others in
c.-e *hey wera attacked. As the present,
arorid-devaateting wat was begun by Aus-
tria brutally taking the offensive in her
wanton attack upon little Serbia, Daly
could honorably denounce ( ri-pi's secret

treaty as no longer binding upon her.
But, whatever may have been Italy's obli¬

gator.s and rights in the o.tl Dreibund, what
the I'ritish Empire and France and the i
I nit'd State« «rant ami what trill doubtless,
he evolved along the lines of the political
ideals end nu thods which they hold in com-j
men, iin«l in accordance with their mutual
interval whick «eil] always be substant ally
parallel and never seriously or permanent¬
ly antagonistic.is not a formal, hard-and-
fa»t nl!;ance. but an unwritten understand¬
ing or "gentlemen's agreement"; in other

words, a new entente cordiale that will be
al! the stronger and all the more permanent
because it is free and eiastic.
Now that the Tinted States ha* at last

tak«n its place alongside of the great
Hoth-trland and our ancient ally in our War;
for Indepei.dence, the epoch-making vis.t of
Balfour, Viriani and Joffre has crystallized1
and deepened the feeling among our citizens

that America, in entering this war, is only
fulfilling its destiny and ita world-wide mis¬

sion a- a protagonist of the fundamental
principle of that Declaration of Indepen-

«rhiek is to America what the Magna
i ia to both branches of the Knghsh-

apeakng people, namely, that all government
derives its just powers from the consent of
the governed.
Since President Wilson's immortal mes-

.»age ef April ".', and the action taken by Con-

grcss in declaring war between the Imperial
Gorman government and the United St«tea,
»very American that is true to type mu»t
feel thrt his beloved country, in thus taking'
her place, at last, alongside of the British
Empire Bad France in the terrible struggle
they Bra making not only for their own ex-

. e. but for our safety and for our prin-
eiple«, in the goodly company of free peo-]
pies t«> which she belong«

UCHAIO D HARLAN. |
Washington, D. C, M»y ¿3, 1917, .

False History
The "Ugly Side of Volunteering" and

Other Items
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Biri I-'or one I am very glad mat you
printed the "Ugly Side el Volnnteering"
from an oration at Lincoln, Mas;., made by
Charles Francis Adams.

1 went with the 7th New York on April 19,
1861, tor the defence of Washington, while
the "3 000 \olunteers for three months were

organizing. Broadway was ablaze with flag-.,
and the streets and the windows were packed
with eathaeiaste.

lu .lune, 1842, the Tth went to Baltimore
for three month» to tree the garrison at
Kort Federal Hill for service m the field.
There was very little interest in their de-
pertala, OB my return I joined the three-
year volunteers. Regiments were marching
iowa Broadway on their way to the Jersey
City ferry in column of fours, close to the
Curb, se as not to obstruct traffic. In !*»'!
the government resorted to a draft to till
depleted regiments. This draft occasioned a

riot in New York City and several negroe«
were hanged, as the mob associated them
with the \shole trouble.

Ifl |SS4 volunteers and sjb»titutes got
$1,000 bounty. Of course, tin« was "¡t Treat
incentive to desertion. Some men deserted
ead retaliated many times, getting the
boundy each time. Massachusetts had more

diflict'ity than at.y other state m tilling her
quota. The BSSistSBt surgeon of a Masjii-
ehaeetts rejr.nient told me that he v.u. hi
the office of the provost marshal at Norfolk
one day. He saw negroes enlisting, where-
upon he asked the captain and p. ni.'
who got credit for these enlistment«.
"Why, no one." "Could you credit them
to any -tate?" "Certainly." Then the,
surgeon said: "The towns in Western.
Massachusetts need men to fill their quota.
I will get a leave for ten days and fill them
up, and we will divide." Sheffield, Creat
Barrington, Lee, Stockbridge, New Mar'hor-
ough, North and South K'gremont and Alford
were filled and $20,000 divided.
Our school histories ought to be rewritten

with'iut delay. They are full of nonsense,
The trivial matter of Paul Revere'.» ride has
become history. It was not written with
any .:uch intent. Longfellow simply wrote
some Verses for a Harvard banquet in JHafí^í.
ami, in looking for a subject, fell upon the
incident of two messenger«. William DaWBB
and i'aul Revere, carrying the message that
the British had moved out from Boston.
Thei.* destination was Concord, where were

»tired some patriot supplies. Paul Revere
went to Lincoln, ten or twelve miles; Will¬
iam Dawes went to Concord, ««venteen indes.
Dr. Prescott, a brother of Colonel William
Prescott, the hero of Bunker Hill, took the
BSSSSegB to (Jroton, eighteen miles further.
Of course, William Dawes'* name is not »o

».uphonic ns that of Paul Revere, so the
Him: of the latter wa» substituted.
There were 400.00(1 enlistments durinjr the

Rwolutioriaty War, and Washington -"Morn
had mere than 5,000 under anns. Tin» wa»
the n "u!t of Congres» hawng no power; the
state« furnished troop» or withheld them;
the same wa* true of supplie».

ROBKRT W. LLONARD.
1 Mo» ni Kisco, It, Y., Msy 24, 1917.

.The Good Birds D<
Keep Down the Multitude of Ina«

Most of Which Are Harmful
To the Editor of The Tribune.

I have read the article by Arck¡Wa
C. Weeks m your issue of May ,9f j-

""*

sition to the pi.liry of !ir»n«injj cat». jn -^..
t,tams that cats are more helpfaj

nankin«! than birds. Me stst.» tkal j» 1
"mooted qaestion whether birds «io
good thaa injury."

If he has followed th« w«.rk of the biela*.
rvej o' the United sta'e» f>.p,.*/*

of Agriculture snd read the r-ports mid« ¦
ti.'». . food of kirai

he must know that the birds ordinarily |(Z
by ra's are in the main much morn «atfri
than injurious. These investigations ef tp.
food of bird« are by far the most painstakiw
i.nd thorough of any ever undertake» m fjj

of the world, and the r r>»olt« ih«_ti
be aceep'ed as authoritative. They ettaM*-*
tiie utility of most of the common Amer«».
brds of the farm, which are shown te t)t-
stroy tremendou« quantities of d*stn*<»t|-(...

It is a matter of common krowle/Jj, at

Mr. Weeks'« assertion that b> far tht \tpm.
i umber of insects are beneficial is untm r»

his statement were true, the b*n«f,ria| j-tj^
that feed on injurious ir.sc-**«, "* ght k« «*
pastad te exterminate all injurious mu,
Kconom.c entomolojris'.», whose |jT-J

'

ipeal ia the «tj-iy of insects, t»!i uitlaetfà,
destructive species far f utr.umber the Wa«.
Il^ial ones; also, there are some pretU-ja*.
¡r.sects which are useful »o long u n_¡.
numbers are kept in cortrol, but wh«a tktr
become too numerous they may attack pan
or fruit »nd become injurious, as they har«

i. «ome cases. Birds ar» u*eful not only i,
keeping injurious insects m check, hot ii
keeping some of these so-called beneficial '».

in «heck which would otherwise Ucoaw
injurious. .

Mr. We°ks repeat» an old »rror in a stat»,
ment to the effect that "in many instant«
the insects that are really injurious ara er»«
tected by irritating hairs or poisonous ipi««»
or live underground," and that "birds with
ft-w exceptions never touch them." I har«
ahown the error of this »'atement la my n»
port on useful birds and their protection, d
whleh a long list of corr, ion brds ia gi*»»
that feed on just such in«»c*. »s he speak« «f

If the majority of in««cts were benefiemL
it would be unnecessary for 'he L'n ted Statn
government and the s'a'e» to expend milli««
of dollars in establishing and mainuima«
entomological departments and experi*««t
stations and in keep.ng large rumbera ti
men at w-ork to suppress outbreaks of instn
pests. Neither would it. be necessary 1er
the farmers in the country to expend milli««
of dollars in insecticides and labor for th« ah
struction of insects to protect their cr«p«.

In the controversy in regard to the catii»
reri-e. many articles containing fal« ttt
misleading statements have been publish««]
on both sides of the queston. but I hat«
never seen one containing so much misinfor¬
mation as this article from the pen of Mr.
Week». E H. FORBUSH.

State Om.tholofi«L
Boston, Ma»».. May 21, 1917.

"Insignia of Idleness"
j To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: When I read in jesterday'i Tribon«
I the letter headed "Insignia of Idl««««'' Í
sighed for the thousand'h tim« ila« till
wild wave of dress econorry and dwaa reform
has broken over the cont.neet Th« writ«",
it seems, advocates dres-.ng all women in

Overalls both during ard after th« ear.

Skirts, corsets and high reels r»h w««*,«n «s.

their efficiency and are the insignia «t idl«-
among womankind, she maintains.

Now. surely the writer was awsr« that
"high heel-'' represent orly on« phau of a

fashionable woman's war.'.robe. Th«r« ar«

also the sensible low h.elei walkin-* and
sports shoes, the adéquat.» riding boots, th«
Greek-inapired sandal for 'he beech and bath¬
ing, all expressing the very acme of «en«

and fitness for the job or gsm« of th« m«-

ment. In corsets, costumes and all th« littl«
accessories of the toilette this sens« of it»

ting the occasion i« prominent now a« it

i.ever was before. If a woman b« not «§.
eiently elad for her job it ia entirely becau«
of her obtu-eness or obst.nacy. Th« iho*n
aie full of these occasion clcthes, and it ii
no fault nor are they robbed of their «i-
ciency because they are so becoming »«»I
charming.

But granted that women could be legis¬
lated into overalls, what about th« "idlea«"
army" that would be surely created fro«
that vast number of men end worn«» «o*

engaged in the making of these highly W
splaed "high heeled shoe-, corsets a««

skirts"? It i« an army tha* embrae«,
too, the weavers. the artists ead
dyers now engaged in evolving took
wonderful new and varied Americas ttxtil«».
The makers of fine housefumish ng»,
rugs, curtains, etc., would also suffer, f«r
certa.i. it is that the woman content **itb
an overall wardrobe would want little nor«

than a tent to live in, or at moat a hourn
bare of *'npperies as her own person.
But why worry? Just "because woman i»

woman" the overall or any other uniform
type of dress will never be adopted by «a

importantly large portion of the feminin«
contingent. The female of the species is th«
individualist; she is going, always, to 1««»
«i forant from her neighbor o** perish in th«

attempt. ELINOR KNGUBl
New York, May 22, 1j17

No Time or Money to Waste
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I am heart.ly in accord w.th your «di-

torial of May 23, "Abandon th« State Ces-

su«." \V.. bava neither time nor mon«*" **

waste on duplication of »ür», which is TttRt
all that this state census will mean alta«
preaent time. Let us in **»«.** York Stat«
work with the Federal f-overnrrent, aiding"
in work that is badly needed, and post*»«««
the taking of the state census, as you ti-
vise, until such time as the Federal C'nunal
wanta it taken; thus we will have more mon«*
and more time to devote to the really pr«**"
ing things of the present time. I have Uli»*»
with a number of people since reading ¡row
editorial, and the> all agree that it would «.

for the best irtere-ts of the country to re¬

lease us from all this heavy work and un'*»
with the whole country in using that '"**

and money for the beat interests of Ve

Federal government. V WILLIAMS.
New York. May 24. IWT.

Tax Unused Lands
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The art c'.c by StOUfhtOB Cooley SJ
pearing in The Tribune of May 20 is wl<""*î
doubt the best article biartig o-> th« '.**.

question that has so far appeared in «n» **

the great dailies of this eily,
The exemption of labor values from t****

tion and the laying of one tax upon «.*.

values would immediately bring into use .*.

unused lands now held out of use for *f**J
lation and other purpose«; the result we«*"

be an enormous increase in all forms of **.*

duction. resulting in a »ubstantial d*****9^
in aellii ~ '.'i ce of all commodities A **

upon labor \alucs is added to selling Pr*i**J
the commodity, whereas a tax upon »Se

values is not and can not be added to sel»"-*

price MISS KDITH TUOU g
New York. May 2*. 1117. .

.


